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The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. Born a poor black tobacco farmer, 
her cancer cells -- taken without her knowledge -- became a multimillion-dollar industry and one of 
the most important tools in medicine. Yet Henrietta's family did not learn of her 'immortality' until 
more than twenty years after her death, with devastating consequences . . . Balancing the beauty and 
drama of scientific discovery with dark questions about who owns the stuff our bodies are made of, 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is an extraordinary journey in search of the soul and story of a 
real woman, whose cells live on today in all four corners of the world. 

The Blasphemer by Nigel Farndale 
He had always been scared of flying. Now, the fear is real. A plane crash. The water is rising over his 
mouth. In his nostrils. Lungs. As Daniel gasps, he swallows; and punches at his seat-belt. Nancy, the 
woman he loves, is trapped in her seat…. Almost a hundred years earlier, Daniel's great-grandfather 
goes over the top at Passchendaele. A shell explodes, and he wakes up alone and lost in the hell of no-
man's-land. Where are the others? Has he been left behind? And if he doesn't find his unit, is he a 
deserter? Love; cowardice; trust; forgiveness. How will any of us behave when we are pushed to 
extremes? 

Whatever You Love by Louise Doughty 
Two police officers knock on Laura's door and her life changes forever. They tell her that her nine-
year old daughter Betty has been hit by a car and killed. When justice is slow to arrive, Laura decides 
to take her own revenge and begins to track down the man responsible. Laura's grief also re-opens old 
wounds and she is thrown back to the story of her passionate love affair with Betty's father David, 
their marriage and his subsequent affair with another woman. "Whatever You Love" is a heart-
wrenching novel of revenge, compulsion and desire from acclaimed novelist Louise Doughty. 

Minding Frankie  by Maeve Binchy 
Baby Frankie is born into an unusual family. Her mother is desperate to find someone to take care of 
her child and she doesn't have much time. Noel doesn't seem to be the most promising of fathers but 
despite everything, he could well be Frankie's best hope. As for Lisa, she is prepared to give up 
everything for the man she loves; surely he's going to love her back? And Moira is having none of it. 
She knows what's right, and has the power to change the course of Frankie's life ...but Moira is 
hiding secrets of her own. MINDING FRANKIE is a story about unconventional families, 
relationships which aren't quite what they seem, and the child at the heart of everyone's lives ... 

The Ground is Burning: Seduction, Betrayal, Murder by Samuel Black  
A sweeping historical novel set during the great Italian wars of the early sixteenth century. Cesare 
Borgia, Niccolo Machiavelli and Leonardo da Vinci - three of the most famous, or notorious, names in 
European history. In the autumn of 1502, their lives intersect in a castle in Italy's Romagna. Samuel 
Black tells the true story of these men ….. At the centre of this court of intrigue and deception is 
Dorotea Caracciolo, a young noblewoman abducted by Borgia who has become his lover - and his 
secret agent. Their story begins in hope and fear and ends in bloodshed, deceit and triumph. Along the 
way, there are battles and romances, lavish parties and furtive stranglings. And out of this maelstrom 
will emerge the Mona Lisa and The Prince. 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

My Last Duchess by Daisy Goodwin 
Cora Cash, possibly the wealthiest heiress in 1890s America, has been raised to believe that money 
will open every door to her. But when her mother whisks Cora to England to secure her an aristocratic 
match, Cora is dismayed by the welcome she at first receives. The great English houses in which she is 
entertained are frosty and forbidding, dogged by intrigue above stairs, and gossip below. And it is only 
when she loses her heart - to a man she barely knows - that Cora realises the game she is playing is 
one she does not full understand, and that her own future happiness could be the prize. 

The London Train by Tessa Hadley 
"The London Train" is a novel in two parts, separate but wound together around a single moment, 
examining in vivid detail two lives stretched between two cities. Paul lives in the Welsh countryside 
with his wife Elise, and their two young children. The day after his mother dies he learns that his 
eldest daughter Pia, who was living with his ex-wife in London, has moved out from home and gone 
missing. But the search for his daughter begins a period of unrest and indecision for Paul. In the 
opposite direction, Cora is moving from London back to Cardiff, to the house she has inherited from 
her parents. Connecting both stories is the London train, and a chance meeting that will have 
immediate and far-reaching consequences for both Paul and for Cora. 

The Hunger Trace by Edward Hogan 
The sudden death of David Bryant, the charismatic owner of a rambling Derbyshire wildlife park, 
leaves an indelible mark on three very different people. David's young widow, Maggie, struggles to 
preserve the park and to forge friendships untainted by the suspicions of others. His old friend Louisa, 
a falconer who lives on the grounds, just wants to be left alone with her hawks and the dark secret she 
has shared with David since their youth. Meanwhile, Christopher, David's eccentric teenage son from 
an earlier marriage, strives for a life beyond the park and trawls the internet for a woman who shares 
his family values. With the arrival of a stranger, and unforeseen disaster amid the worst rains for a 
hundred years, the loyalties of Maggie, Louisa and Christopher will be stretched to breaking point, and 
each must face the decisions which will define them... 

South Riding  by Winifred Holtby  
When Sarah Burton returns to her hometown as headmistress she is full of ambition, determined to 
create a great school and to inspire her girls to take all they can from life. But in the aftermath of the 
First World War, the country is in depression and ideals are hard won. Lydia Holly, the scholarship 
girl from the shacks, is the most brilliant student Sarah has ever taught, but when her mother's health 
fails, her education must be sacrificed - there is nobody else to care for the children. Robert Carne of 
Maythorpe Hall stands for everything Sarah despises: his family has farmed the South Riding for 
generations, their position uncontested. Yet Sarah cannot help being drawn to this proud, haunted and 
almost ruined man.  

Saraswati Park by Anjali Joseph 
Famous for its electric chaos, the city of Bombay also accommodates pockets of calm. In one such 
space works Mohan, a contemplative man who has spent his life observing people from his seat as a 
letter-writer outside the main post office. But Mohan's lack of engagement with the world has caused a 
thawing of his marriage. At this delicate moment Mohan -- and his wife, Lakshmi -- are joined at their 
home in Saraswati Park by their nephew, Ashish, a sexually uncertain 19-year-old who has to repeat 
his final year in college. As the novel unfolds, the lives of each of the three characters are thrown into 
relief by the comical frustrations of family life: annoying relatives, unspoken yearnings and unheard 
grievances. 



  
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

The Great House by Nicole Krauss 
During the winter of 1972, a woman spends a single night with a young Chilean poet before he departs 
New York, leaving her his desk. It is the only time they ever meet. Two years later, he is arrested by 
Pinochet's secret police and never seen again. Across the ocean, in the leafy suburbs of London, a man 
caring for his dying wife discovers a lock of hair among her papers that unravels a terrible secret. In 
Jerusalem, an antiques dealer has spent a lifetime reassembling his father's study, plundered by the 
Nazis from Budapest in 1944; now only one item remains to be found. Connecting these lives is a desk 
of many drawers that exerts a power over those who possess it or give it away. 

The Paris Wife  by Paula McLain 
Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but given up on love 
and happiness, until she meets Ernest Hemingway. After a whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair 
set sail for Paris, where they soon fall in with a circle of lively and volatile expatriates, including F. 
Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald and Ezra Pound. Ernest and Hadley are thrust into a life of artistic 
ambition, hard liquor and spur-of-the-moment dashes to Pamplona, the Riviera and the Swiss Alps. 
But Jazz Age Paris does not lend itself to family life and fidelity. As Hadley struggles with jealousy 
and self-doubt, Ernest's ferocious literary endeavours begin to bear fruit, and the couple faces the 
ultimate crisis of their marriage - a deception that will lead to the unravelling of everything they made 
for themselves in Paris, their 'great good place'. 

Snowdrops by A.D. Miller 
A. D. Miller's Snowdrops is an intensely riveting psychological drama that unfolds over the course of 
one Moscow winter, as a young Englishman's moral compass is spun by the seductive opportunities 
revealed to him by a new Russia: a land of hedonism and desperation, corruption and kindness, 
magical dachas and debauched nightclubs; a place where secrets - and corpses - come to light only 
when the deep snows start to thaw - Snowdrops is a chilling story of love and moral freefall: of the 
corruption, by a corrupt society, of a corruptible young man. It is taut, intense and has a momentum as 
irresistible to the reader as the moral danger that first enchants, then threatens to overwhelm, its 
narrator. 

Sister  by Rosamund Lupton 
Nothing can break the bond between sisters ...When Beatrice gets a frantic call in the middle of 
Sunday lunch to say that her younger sister, Tess, is missing, she boards the first flight home to 
London. But as she learns about the circumstances surrounding her sister's disappearance, she is 
stunned to discover how little she actually knows of her sister's life - and unprepared for the terrifying 
truths she must now face. The police, Beatrice's fiance and even their mother accept they have lost 
Tess but Beatrice refuses to give up on her. So she embarks on a dangerous journey to discover the 
truth, no matter the cost. 

The Winter Ghosts by Kate Mosse 
From the bestselling author of LABYRINTH and SEPULCHRE - a compelling story of ghosts and 
remembrance. Illustrated throughout by Brian Gallagher. The Great War took much more than lives. It robbed a 
generation of friends, lovers and futures. In Freddie Watson's case, it took his beloved brother and, at times, his 
peace of mind. In the winter of 1928, still seeking resolution, Freddie is travelling through the French Pyrenees. 
During a snowstorm, his car spins off the mountain road. He stumbles through woods, emerging in a tiny village. 
There he meets Fabrissa, a beautiful woman also mourning a lost generation. Over the course of one night, 
Fabrissa and Freddie share their stories. By the time dawn breaks, he will have stumbled across a tragic mystery 
that goes back through the centuries. By turns thrilling, poignant and haunting, this is a story of two lives 
touched by war and transformed by courage. 



 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
 
  
 

One Day by David Nicholls 
'I can imagine you at forty,' she said, a hint of malice in her voice. 'I can picture it right now.' He 
smiled without opening his eyes. 'Go on then.' 15th July 1988. Emma and Dexter meet for the first 
time on the night of their graduation. Tomorrow they must go their separate ways. So where will they 
be on this one day next year? And the year after that? And every year that follows? Twenty years, two 
people, ONE DAY. 

The Tiger’s Wife  by Tea Obreht  
A tiger escapes from the local zoo, padding through the ruined streets and onwards, to a ridge above 
the Balkan village of Galina. His nocturnal visits hold the villagers in a terrified thrall. But for one 
boy, the tiger is a thing of magic - Shere Khan awoken from the pages of The Jungle Book. Natalia is 
the granddaughter of that boy. Now a doctor, she is visiting orphanages after another war has 
devastated the Balkans. On this journey, she receives word of her beloved grandfather's death, far from 
their home, in circumstances shrouded in mystery. From fragments of stories her grandfather told her 
as a child, Natalia realises he may have died searching for 'the deathless man', a vagabond who was 
said to be immortal. Struggling to understand why a man of science would undertake such a quest, she 
stumbles upon a clue that will lead her to a tattered copy of The Jungle Book, and then to the 
extraordinary story of the tiger's wife. 

The Marrowbone Marble Company by Glenn Taylor 
A sweeping novel of love and war, power and oppression, faith and deception, over the course of three 
defining American decades. At the end of the Pacific War, where he has witnessed terrible things, 
Loyal Ledford is a lost man, disconnected from the present yet divorced from his dissolute, violent 
past. His life is set on a new course when he meets his cousins, Dimple and Wimpy, the Bonecutter 
brothers. Their land, mysterious, elemental Marrowbone Cut, calls to him and it is there, with help 
from an unlikely bunch, that the Marrowbone Marble Company is slowly forged. This powerful novel 
recounts the transformative journey of a man and his community, taking a harrowing look at the issues 
of race and class throughout the tumultuous 1950s and '60s. 

The Slap  by Christos Tsiolkas 
At a suburban barbecue one afternoon, a man slaps an unruly boy. The boy is not his son. It is 
a single act of violence, but this one slap reverberates through the lives of everyone who 
witnesses it happen. 

Half of the Human Race by Anthony Quinn 
London. In the sweltering summer of 1911, the streets ring to the cheers for a new king's coronation, and to the 
cries of suffragist women marching for the vote. One of them is twenty-one-year-old Connie Callaway, daughter 
of a middle-class Islington family fallen on hard times since the death of her father. Holidaying with her family 
on the South Coast, Connie is introduced to Will Maitland, cricketer and rising star of his county. Despite their 
mutual attraction, they part on unfriendly terms…yet they are destined to meet again;…Buffeted and spun by 
choice and chance, the two remain tied together, even as the outbreak of war drives them further apart. Half of 
The Human Race" is a book about men and women and their difficulties in understanding each other at a 
turning-point in history. It is a deeply affecting story of love, sacrifice, suffrage and county cricket, projected 
against a vivid backdrop of England in an extraordinary age of turmoil and violence. 



 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 

The Collaborator by Mirza Waheed 
It is Kashmir in the early 1990s and war has finally reached the isolated village of Nowgam close to 
the Pakistan border. Indian soldiers appear as if from nowhere to hunt for militants on the run. Four 
teenage boys, who used to spend their afternoons playing cricket, or singing Bollywood ballads down 
by the river, have disappeared one by one, to cross into Pakistan and join the movement against the 
Indian army. Only one of their friends, the son of the headman, is left behind. The families in the 
village begin to think it's time to flee, to search for a place of greater safety. But the headman will not 
allow his family to leave. And, whilst the headman watches his dreams give way beneath the growing 
violence, his son, under the brutal, drunken gaze of the Indian army captain, is seemingly forced to 
collaborate and go into the valley to count the corpses, fearing, each day, that he will discover one of 
his friends lying amongst the dead. 

When God was a Rabbit  by Sarah Winman 
When God was a Rabbit is an incredibly exciting debut from an extraordinary new voice in fiction. 
Spanning four decades, from 1968 onwards, this is the story of a fabulous but flawed family and the 
slew of ordinary and extraordinary incidents that shape their everyday lives. It is a story about 
childhood and growing up, loss of innocence, eccentricity, familial ties and friendships, love and life. 
Stripped down to its bare bones, it's about the unbreakable bond between a brother and sister. 


